JAS KNIGHT
b. 1997, Connecticut, US. Lives and works in New York, US.

Jas Knight depicts and celebrates contemporary African-American experience through the
historical language of portraiture, still life and genre painting. Through masterful use of 16th and
17th century painting techniques, Knight translates his love of French and Dutch traditions into
portraits of people doing everyday 21st century things, like checking their email or making the
bed - focusing on the lives of everyday New Yorkers, including himself and friends, as well as
some settings far from home. Playing with the lines between reality and fiction, Knight’s
paintings demurely subvert historical depictions of black subjects in academic painting,
foregrounding the presence, personality and surrounding environment of everyday lives. His
fascination with the role of draughtsmanship, perception and memory is honed through an
ongoing series of master copies from Géréme to Veldazquez, which allow him to not only refine
his technique but embody the perception of other artists, a way to truly see a painting and
establish forms of communion with history, its many challenges and discoveries.
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